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SELECTMEN’S NEWS

* * * * * * * * * 

Not surprisingly, it’s a little difficult to write an objective, 
unbiased “Selectmen’s News” since Barnard’s Board of 
Selectmen, including if not especially myself, of late is 
embroiled in considerable controversy much of which, on 
the advice of the Town’s attorney, cannot be discussed. 
While the Vermont Standard would have us believe the 
Town is run by a veritable Tammany Hall bunch of good 
ol’ boys, we’re reasonably confident you can draw your 
own inferences from our track record notwithstanding 
recent press coverage. Minutes of recent Selectboard 
meetings as well as the minutes from Town Meeting are 
available at the Town office. We might also note that the 
Vermont Standard was provided information regarding 
the Town’s rigorous annual independent audit, FEMA 
Irene recovery scrutiny of every single Project Worksheet 
and payee and occasional random VTrans audits of the 
Town’s grant projects but neglected to include any men-
tion of same all of which is available for inspection at the 
Town office.

So, following a somewhat raucous pre-Town Meeting 
and concurrent regular Selectmen’s Meeting, Town Meet-
ing itself produced a near record turnout and commend-
able decorum in the conduct of its business in a palpably 
charged atmosphere. A healthy, contested Selectboard 
race saw yours truly nearly shown the door; those not sat-
isfied with the outcome quickly producing a petition to 
call a Special Meeting to increase the Board to five mem-
bers and, if passed, elect the additional two Selectpersons 
on the spot. That Special Meeting will be Warned shortly 
and posted on the list serve as well as in hard copy in our 
normal posting locations. We have tabled election of our 
own officers and other organizational requirements until 
after that Meeting and have returned to weekly Wednes-
day meetings.

All other Warned Articles, including the General Fund 
and Highway budgets, were passed by voice vote follow-
ing discussion. We have since filled some Appointed of-
fices but are looking for a Design Review Board member 
and a Rec Director as well as Rec Committee members. I 
will be vacating my unofficial position as Administrative 
Assistant to the Selectboard; we will be advertising for 
this position as soon as we create a job description from 
the several samples we have. We are also seeking a new 
Solid Waste Supervisor and Health Officer. If you would 
like to discuss any of these positions, contact me or any 
Selectman.

A recent meeting with FEMA and VTrans officials indi-

cates we will receive 90+ thousand dollars in disaster re-
covery funding to clean up the mess now obscured snow 
left by that December snow and ice storm.

This winter of discontent seems not to want to let go 
weather-wise either. We’ve seen a little mud but the worst 
is yet to come. We’re hearing more of the same weather 
pattern into early April by which time it could easily all 
let go at once as it did a few years ago with three days 
of 70-80s temperatures. Hard to imagine that by the next 
BB issue we may be planting peas and may have already 
snagged the first bass of the season.

Tom Morse

LISTER NOTES
It surprises me that there is not a rush each year for the 
position of Lister.  I mean, who would not want the job?  
And, as so often happens, the incumbent is once again 
elected unopposed.  Thanks .... I guess.

It is that time of year again when the Listers are out in the 
muck and mud to put the finishing touches on the new 
Grand List.  In a month or so we will be printing and send-
ing the annual Change of Valuation notices, to those prop-
erty owners that have seen some change in their property 
that changes the valuation of the property.

The Change of Value notice is sent to inform the prop-
erty owner that there has been a change in the appraised 
value, and to alow the owner to verify the changes and 
correct any errors.  Remember, you do not have to receive 
a Change of Valuation notice in order to grieve your prop-
erty valuation.  However you should have a good reason 
for asking for a Listers Grievance hearing.

In general the reasons for a property owner to grieve are:

1) The property is not valued comparably to similar prop-
erties.  In other words, other properties like yours have a 
significant difference in valuation.

2) There is an obvious error of the Listers, like the build-
ing is not the correct size, or you have no pond, although 
one is listed on the Lister card.

3) In the last year the property was sold at arms length 
between a willing buyer and seller, a fair market sale, that 
is significantly lower than the Listers appraisal.  Although 
the Listers cannot directly respond to a fair market griev-
ance, the landowner must follow the appeal process in or-
der to get to the BCA and then to the State appraiser, or 
State Court, where Fair Market sales can be considered.
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 Brian Beaty
 Certified Arborist/Certified Horticulturalist

 Trees, Turf, and Horticulture for Northern Landscapes

• Landscape Design and Construction
• Tree Care and Maintenance

Barnard, Vermont (802) 234-6355

Vermont 
Generator Systems

Sales • Service • Installations
Kohler Generators

8 Christian St. • Hartford, Vermont 05031
e-mail: davidcarr555@gmail.com

website: www.vermontgenerator.com

David Carr
802-698-8125

Toll Free :  866-372-7525

lisa@cbredpath.com
802.295.1380 Direct
www.lisabaldwin.com
802.295.1160 | Quechee, VT Office

MBA, ABR, Licensed in VT, NH & NJ
Realtor®

Each piece made by 
hand in Barnard, VT

Host a jewelry 
party for the 

holidays. 
Custom & Closeouts

802.392.4627
shulamitjewelry.com

jewelry

NEWS FROM HELPING HANDS
Ah mud season! After such a cold snowy winter the warm-
er days are welcome, but they do come at a cost. Those of 
us living on dirt roads are grateful for the extra gravel the 
road crew puts on our roads to make them passable.  It is 
wonderful to see the sap lines and buckets in use and soon 
smoke will be curling from sugar- house chimneys. We 
hope it will be a good sugaring season.

The extreme cold has increased the winter heating and 
plowing expenses for all of us.  Weatherization is one 
way to make sure your heating costs are less next year, 
so if you are interested in learning about weatherization, 
please contact one of us and we can put you in touch with 
someone who can help.

Please help us keep our food shelf collection box at the 
BGS filled to overflowing. There are many in our com-
munity who depend on both the Woodstock and Bethel 
Food Shelves to supplement their food needs. Here is a 

list of items that are always needed: pasta and pasta sauce, 
hot and cold cereal, canned tuna, canned soups and stews, 
canned and packaged meals, peanut butter, jam and jelly, 
coffee and tea, mayonnaise and ketchup, and personal 
care items such as shampoo, toothpaste and toilet paper. 
Thank you for supporting the food shelves!

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you or someone you 
know could use a helping hand. We have people ready 
and willing to help. If the job is too big for us to handle, 
we can refer you to other available resources.

Heidi White – 234-6965 -heidi@hwfreelancecopywriter.
com,  Linda Beaumariage – 234-5624 letvt@mac.com, 
Louie Ahlen – 457-2621 lahlen8920@aol.com, Mary 
Blanton – 234-5541 marywbvt@gmail.com, Patty Has-
son – 457-3886, patty.hasson@wildapple.com, Deb Rice 
– 234-5349 - debarice@gmail.com, Jo Oliver-Yeager - 
234-6448 – jooliveryeager@gmail.com, Joann Ference 
– 234-9324,  vtscapeartist@gmail.com,  Leah Crowley, 
leahgocrowley@gmail.com
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802-457-9000

LOCAL CRYPTOGRAM
A cryptogram is a code in which one letter is substituted 
for another.  For example, the word “Church” could be 
written BWMSBW.  The letter B would be the letter C 
and would be throughout the entire message.  In this 
message W=X  The solution is found by trial and error.

C R Y ‘ Q   C Q   D L L M H L M C D Q S   Q O D Q

Q O S   E H Y Q O   H J   Q O S   Q D W   V S P C Y R

K C Q O   D L M C G   J H H G ‘ R   A D T   D Y A

S Y A R   K C Q O   I M C S R   H J   “E D T   A D T!“? 

  -   D B Q O H M   B Y F Y H K Y

The answer to the CRYPTOGRAM can be found on 
the inside of the back page.

VACUUMS
ELECTROLUX - Sales & Service

Bob Haynes    234-9523
Canisters   Uprights   Floor  Pros

Shampooers   Bags & Parts

ANNUAL DOG LICENSE RENEWAL
Dog owners, Vermont law requires all dogs to be licensed 
annually by April 1st of each year.

To license your dog, you will need a copy of the current 
rabies vaccination and, if the dog is neutered/spayed, the 
veterinarian’s statement. License fee is $8.00 if spayed/
neutered, $10.00 if not spayed/neutered. A 50% surcharge 
is added after April 1st.

To license in person you may visit the Town Office on 
Mon., Tues., or Wed. from 8 AM to 3:30 PM or you may 
license by mail - Town of Barnard, PO Box 274, Barnard, 
05031-0274. If you prefer to license by mail, include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope with the rabies/neuter 
documents.

EDITORIAL POLICY. From time to time, editorials 
appear in the Bulletin. Names or initials will appear at the 
end of the article. If no name or initials appear, it can be 
assumed that the article was written by the editor or staff. It 
is the policy that no editorial, article or letter be published  
anonymously. However, “pen names” may be used if the 
real name, address and telephone number accompanies any 
submitted material. The editor reserves the right to edit or 
reject any material.
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TIM RHOADES JAKE RHOADES

RHOADES
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Complete Plumbing, Heating & Water Systems
INSTALLATION & SERVICE

(802) 234-5082 P.O. Box 201
Master Lic. VT & NH Barnard, VT 05031

EAST BARNARD CHURCH SEEKS 
SUMMER MUSIC DIRECTOR

by Virginia Glass Schlabach
There was plenty of joy in “Mudville” (which we will 
surely become very soon) in March as we celebrated Floyd 
VanAlstyne’s 95th birthday, the Woodstock High School 
state basketball championship (coached by our own  Jeff 
Thomas), and the first home birth in East Barnard since 
the 1950s. Adding to the excitement were the photos of 
local eagles and owls, shared via the Village Crier.

With the Community Hall still buried in snow and Mud 
Season upon us, Community Club president Randy 
Leavitt says no club activities will be scheduled till the 
roads are clear. However, the East Barnard Church has 
scheduled another Home Church for early April. Follow-
ing are two announcements from the church board.

PERMS • COLORS • CUTS
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

MANICURES • FACIALS • WAXING
Open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 2pm - 8pm

(Located on the Stage Road - South side of Silver Lake)

Barnard, Vermont   234-5298

BEAUTY SALONCamelot

The next Home Church will take place on Sunday, April 
12, at 4:00pm. We need a host! Please contact Kellyann 
Wolfe at k.f.wolfe@gmail.com or 889-3730 to volunteer. 

East Barnard Church is looking for a choir director and 
organist for the summer from June 14–August 30th. We 
seek someone who will

• Coordinate appropriate music choices with the minis-
ter for Sunday service

• Direct a small local choir (rehearsals are typically held 
on Sunday morning)

• Be available for weddings, funerals, and baptisms, if 
needed

• Possibly lead a summer music workshop and concert

• Participate in the life of the community

This is a paid position. Anyone who is interested should 
contact Heather Leavitt at 763-8780.

I’m writing this on St. Patrick’s Day when the landscape 
outside is white, not green. A month from now, what will 
I see? I dream of daffodils!

Jim Webster
(802) 234-5111

President
Tyler Webster
(802) 234-6964

Vice President

P.O. Box 886 
Barnard, VT 05031-0886

Fax: (802) 234-9310
Email:

JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com
Reliable  ♦  Free Estimates

P.O. Box 886
Barnard, VT 05031
Fax: (802) 234-9310

Email: 
JBWebsterConst@yahoo.com

EXCAVATION
Site Work • Driveways
Septic • Land Clearing
Property Maintenance

Snow Plowing
Trucking

Slabs & Frost Walls

Jim Webster
(802) 234-5111

Tyler Webster
(802) 234-6964

JB Webster
Construction,

Inc.

Reliable  u  Free Estimates

LOGGING & FIREWOOD

EXCAVATION

Site Work ♦ Driveways
Septic ♦ Land Clearing

Trucking
Slabs & Frost Walls

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Landscaping
Lawn Care

Field Mowing 
Snow Plowing

Brush Cutting ♦ Chipping
Fall & Spring Cleanup

LOGGING & FIREWOOD

John Snyder
Partner
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com
802-280-5406 mobile
Licensed in New Hampshire & Vermont

5 The Green
PO Box 161
Woodstock, VT  05091
802-457-2600  Woodstock VT
603-643-0599  Hanover NHw
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BARNARTS UPCOMING EVENTS
The 2nd Annual Race Around the Lake

A 5K or 10K Walk/Run Around Silver Lake
Sunday May 17, 2015, 10:30 a.m.

BarnArts Center for the Arts will host the second annual 
Race Around the Lake on May 17th at 10:30 am at Silver 
Lake State Park in Barnard. 120 people came out for the 
inaugural race in May of 2015 and celebrated community, 
art and our beautiful Vermont landscape.   

The Race Around the Lake supports BarnArts Youth 
Programming: scholarships for BarnArts Summer Youth 
Theatre Institute, sponsorship of the BarnArts Teen Tour-
ing Company, and free programs for kids, like the Barn-
Arts Youth Chorale.

Last year’s race was a 5k run/walk around Silver Lake in 
Barnard, VT.  This year, runners will have the choice of 
walking/running the 5k race or running a 10k race. Both 
races will begin at Silver Lake State Park  at 10:30 am.  
All race routes are designed to lead racers and walkers 
along scenic paths and back roads, providing intermittent 
lake views.

Participants can preregister online at https://runsignup.
com/RaceArr/Barnard/BarnArtsRaceAroundtheLake or 
follow the link at www.barnarts.org.  Registration in-
cludes a race-day lunch provided by the Barnard Inn and 
live music along Silver Lake State Park waterfront. Reg-
istrants who sign up on or before April 30 will receive a 
free Race Around the Lake T-shirt.

Registration fees:  

By April 30: $30 for adults; $15 for kids (12 and under) 
After April 30: $35 for adults; $20 for kids (12 and under)

BarnArts 4th Annual
Summer Youth Theatre Institute

This year’s three week program will culminate in a full 
production of: Disney’s The Jungle Book for kids, based 
on the book by Rudyard Kipling

Institute Dates:  July 21st - August 9th

Performances at the Barnard Town Hall: August 7th - 9th

Tom Beck will once again be the director for BarnArts 
Summer Youth Theatre Institute

For more information on any of these events contact:

info@barnarts.org
802-234-1645
BarnArts Center for the Arts
PO Box 41
Barnard, VT 05031
www.barnarts.org

LocaLLy Raised

100% GRass-Fed & GRass-Finished

ceRtiFied oRGanic BeeF

Joe LaDouceur • Barnard, Vermont
802-763-7454 • ladouceurlj@aol.com

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
Isn’t it appropriate that the month of the tax begins 
with April Fool’s Day and ends with cries of “May 
Day!”?

- Author Unknown

barnardinn.com

Tavern Hours
Tuesday - Saturday 5-9pm

234-9961

ARTICLES, STORIES WANTED
If you have an article or a story that you think would in-
terest the readers of the Barnard Bulletin, please consider 
submitting them for publication.  This is your community 
newsletter and it is sometimes difficult to fill the pages.
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FIBER ARTS BARNARD (FAB) - 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days in the Barnard library community room, 3:30-5:30.  
Contact Janet Andersen, 234-5251, hywynds@aol.com, or 
Jenney Silva, 457-9000,  hsilva86@yahoo.com.  
THE PLANNING COMMISSION meets at 7:00pm in the 
Town Clerk’s office on the following dates. 2013: June 3; 
August 5; October 7; November 4; December 2.  2014: 
January 6; February 3; March 10.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets the fourth Tuesday of the 
month.  Call 234-9183 or 234-9080 for meeting location.
BARNARD ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S office hours 
are Mondays, 9:00am - 12:00 noon.
BARNARD CONSERVATION COMMISSION meets 
the second Monday of the month, 7:00 PM, Town Hall.
TOWN CLERK  office hours  are Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 8:00am - 3:30pm,
DANFORTH LIBRARY is open Saturdays 10:00 to noon, 
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 8:00.  The Book Club 
meets the first Wednesday at 7:00pm. The Library Trustees 
meet on the second Wednesday of each month in the Dan-
forth Library book room at 6:30pm.  Winter hours, starting 
Nov. 1st, are  Sat. 10:00 - 12:00am & Wed. 3:00 - 5:00pm.
THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD meets the 
third Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at the Barnard 
Town Hall as necessary.

THE BARNARD ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD meets 
at 8:30 am at the school on the first Tuesday of each month.
SELECTMEN  meet the second and forth Wednesday of 
the month at 7:00PM at the Town Clerk’s office.
RECYCLING HOURS: Saturdays, 8:00am to 4:00pm.
BEES MEETINGS First Tuesday of each month allow-
ing for school vacations, 6:00pm - 7:30pm, at the school 
library.
BARNARD LISTERS listers@barnardvt.us, 234-9576.  
Office hours, except holidays, Wednesday 9:00am - 
11:00am, by appointment, or anytime we are in the office.
THE BARNARD ENERGY COMMITTEE meets on the 
last Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Barnard 
Town Offices.
SILVER LAKE CHAPEL will  be holding Sunday worship 
services on Sunday evenings at 6:00pm.  Please contact 
Marty Bascom at 802-728-5764 for more information.
YOGA CLASSES offered at Danforth Library, Mondays 
9:00 am - 10:30 am and 6:15pm -7:45pm with Amanda 
Anderson.  Classes are by donation; for more info, contact 
theonlymissamanda@yahoo.com.
THE BARNARD BULLETIN, published the 20th of  each 
month, is available by subscription or on the web site, bar-
nardbulletin.info.  Tel: 802/457-1792, Box 161, Barnard 
VT 05031-0161, email: info@barnardbulletin.info.

http://www.barnardbulletin.info
http://www.barnardbulletin.info
mailto:info%40barnardbulletin.info?subject=Information%20request

